
77%
of women in jail report having 

experienced partner violence in 
their lifetime

https://www.vera.org/downloads/publications/overlooked-women-and-jails-fact-sheet.pdf
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OUR VOICE
SPRING 2020

La Casa Brings the 40-hour Training 
to State Prison
In January, La Casa de las Madres 
participated in a first-of-its-kind 
training, offering our 40-hour 
Domestic Violence Advocate 
training to individuals at the Central 
California Women’s Facility (CCWF) in 
Chowchilla, California.
We were proud to bring this in-depth training on domestic 
violence to 35 female inmates. The 40-hour training is 
designed to prepare employees and volunteers to work with 
survivors, and ensure that advocates can hold confidential 
communications. The training was provided to women who 
were currently facilitators for CCWF’s LOVE (Living Outside 
of Violence Everyday) groups with the hope that these 
individuals would be better equipped to support their peers, 
many of whom had experienced or were experiencing 
domestic violence. Our goal for the training was two-fold: 
1) to help inmates learn more about domestic violence and 
develop peer counseling skills, and 2) to use this training as 
career development, should they be interested in pursuing 
employment in the anti-domestic violence field upon their 
release from CCWF. 

Our training covered topics including the history of the 
anti-DV movement, civil and criminal law, peer counseling, 
housing, public assistance, community resources, and 
societal attitudes toward domestic violence. Yet, it was 
important to also take into account both the experience and 
circumstances of the individuals in the room. Nearly all of 
the participants had witnessed or experienced domestic 
violence as children or adults. Many also cited, while taking 
full responsibility for their actions, that domestic violence 
had led them to commit the crime for which they were 
serving time. 

Participants shared the high rates of domestic violence 
within the prison itself, prompting us to shift our own training 
materials to better account for the context participants lived 
in. For example, much of our 40-hour training at La Casa 
focuses on action, safety planning and finding resources for 
survivors. Limited exposure to current technology and an 
older understanding of community systems and laws made 
it challenging for participants to safety plan for the clients 
in our role plays, who were based on what we see when 
providing services in San Francisco. While the first part of the 
training covered the basics -- what domestic violence is, how 
to be a peer counselor, and how to safety plan -- we realized 
that it would be more helpful for participants to brainstorm 
their own role-plays and practice peer counseling and 
crisis intervention in their community. At the end of our 
first weekend, we asked participants to come back the 
following week with a plan for a day of action at CCWF, where 

continued on page eleven
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Dear Friends of  
La Casa,

When we opened our 
doors 44 years ago, La 
Casa made a promise that 
there would always be a 
safe place for survivors of 
domestic violence in San 

Francisco. Never has the importance of this 
commitment been more clear than in our 
ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While social distancing may protect against 
the spread of disease, staying at home with a 
dangerous partner can expose survivors to an 
increased chance of abuse. 

LETTER FROM THE 
Executive Director

To combat this challenge, La Casa has adopted a range 
of robust measures to ensure we continue to maintain 
our essential services during the crisis including our 
emergency shelter, permanent supportive housing sites, 
two 24-hour crisis hotlines, and our text line. In response 
to the Shelter-In-Place Order, La Casa indefinitely 
extended the 8-week stay period at our shelter and did not 
require any resident to exit for the duration of the Order. 
We also decided to double staff many positions at our 
shelter to ensure potential sick days did not leave a hole 
in our service infrastructure. At the organizational level, 
La Casa earned a designation as an “Essential Business” 
from the city government and secured a travel letter for 
our direct-service employees so they can continue to 
provide our life-saving intervention services. Additionally, 
through the help of a generous donor, we were able to 
compile 150 weekly food boxes (with enough fare for 5 full 
days) that we distributed to the formerly homeless women 
staying at the Hotel Verona and the Mary Elizabeth Inn. 
At every stage, La Casa followed the guidelines from the 
CDC and the San Francisco Department of Public Health 
to ensure the health and safety of La Casa’s clients, 
volunteers, and employees. 

But our response to COVID-19 is only one aspect of our 
recent work. Notwithstanding the current challenges, 
we cannot forget that La Casa is coming off a historic 
2019—which hit its peak when December 19th, 2019 
was officially declared “La Casa de las Madres Day” 
in the City of San Francisco. On this special Thursday, 
La Casa hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for our new 

Drop-In Counseling Center with Mayor London Breed 
to celebrate this historic achievement. An incredible 
array of community members gathered for the occasion. 
Mayor Breed attended alongside Interim District Attorney 
Suzy Loftus, and Joaquín Torres, Director of the Office 
of Economic and Workforce Development. “We are 
proud to support this acquisition that enables La Casa 
to stay rooted in the community they serve,” Torres said 
explaining why his office gave La Casa a $1 million grant 
to help buy the new building. The ceremony was featured 
on the front page of the Chronicle’s “Local Section” and 
was also covered by the SFist, SF Examiner, and other 
local news outlets. In the emotional peak of the ceremony, 
survivor Cassandra Poggi shared her story, “La Casa is a 
bright light in the darkness. This beautiful new building—
their new home—is a bright light.” We are truly humbled 
by the inspiring community support that let us invest in 
this new building—which will be a symbol of safety in San 
Francisco for generations to come.

Despite all the excitement of 2019, we must remind 
ourselves the core pillars of La Casa’s program remain 
consistent. Beyond the coronavirus, over the past year, 
we’ve seen some particularly interesting trends—
specifically among mothers and children. Overall, from 
2018 to 2019, our total number of clients increased 
by over 25%. The number of children jumped by over 
160%, and additionally 67% of our clients in 2019 were 
mothers. Among this group, there were 63 pregnancies, 
more than double the amount of pregnancies in 2018. 
Additionally, 47% of the adult residents at shelter last 
year were pregnant or parenting mothers, and 17% of 
total shelter clients were very young children (ages 0–3). 
These statistics only underline the necessity of keeping 
our crisis-response services open for vulnerable mothers 
and children fleeing violent homes during the Shelter-
In-Place Order. Across all our endeavors, the common 
thread is a commitment to build a future where safety is 
guaranteed for every child, mother, and family. No matter 
how large the challenge or crisis, La Casa’s door will 
always be open.

Thank you for your dedicated support in our mission 
to end domestic violence. The passion, kindness, and 
courage we bring to our work every day comes directly 
from the community around us. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kathy Black 
Executive Director
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Volunteer Spotlight
In 2019, La Casa’s volunteers gave over 3000 hours of their time 
to support survivors. We want to introduce you to one of them. 

Meet Ellie: a San Francisco local, student at the University of 
San Francisco, and one of our incredible crisis line volunteers. 

Interested in joining our 
community of volunteers? 
Visit lacasa.org/individual 
to download an application 
& get started!

Why did you start volunteering with La Casa?

I started volunteering at La Casa because I wanted to help 
women who were going through a difficult time. I know 
someone who has been through domestic violence, and 
know how much it can impact someone’s life. Throughout 
my time volunteering, I’ve felt emotional fulfillment 
knowing that I’ve been able to lift people’s hope up, even if it 
was only through a phone call.

What are you currently reading or what are you  
currently watching?

I am currently reading In a House of Dreams and Glass: 
Becoming a Psychiatrist. I would love to become a 
psychiatrist one day, so I picked out this book so to get 
some insight as to what it would be like. So far everything 
the author has talked about has really intrigued me and has 
made me excited to pursue this career. I would love to help 
people struggling with their mental health and to get them 
on a path to recovery.

What is one goal you have for 2020?

One goal I have is to graduate college with the highest 
honors. This December I will be receiving my Bachelors 
degree, and I could not be any more excited. I will be 
graduating one semester early—which is a little nerve 
wracking, but at the same time I’m ready to see what the 
future holds for me.

If you could travel to any place in the world, where  
would you go?

I am Mexican but have never been to Mexico.  
I would love to first visit all of my family and then see the 
beautiful beaches and historic sites. I also want to taste the 
food in Mexico because I hear that it’s amazing, especially 
the tacos.
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Safe Housing for Survivors 
on the Horizon

Families were forced to stay longer due to the lack of 
affordable housing options in the Bay Area. While many 
organizations talk about housing, La Casa took action. 
To respond to this acute community need, we partnered 
with Hamilton Families to launch our new Housing First 
Program in January 2019 to provide housing assistance 
to survivors of domestic violence. The program offers 
housing-focused case management to survivors looking 
to secure permanent lodging for their families. Through 
this project, we also provide financial assistance to help 
cover security deposits, rental subsidies, and basic 
home furnishings. During the first year of the project, we 
provided 10 families with rental assistance and expect to 
support 10 more families in 2020.

The Housing First Program is just one arm of La Casa’s 
multi-pronged strategy for improving the housing stability 
of our clients. Our Safe Housing Project co-locates two case 
managers at the San Francisco Housing Authority (SFHA) to 
advocate for survivors’ rights within the system, including 

affordable rental options and emergency transfers. Our 
advocates facilitate training sessions to help SFHA staff 
and on-site managers respond effectively to incidents 
of abuse. We also provide ongoing consultation to SFHA 
property management to ensure all professionals involved 
in the Housing Authority system understand the dynamics 
of domestic violence. Additionally, we’re glad to report the 
Safe Housing Project has nearly reached its annual client 
goal only 7 months into the year. 

At Shelter, La Casa’s case managers have also put 
increased emphasis on housing stability—and we’re already 
seeing the results. In the last 6 months alone, 102 families 
have exited shelter, 53 have moved into permanent housing, 
and 20 have moved into stable transitional housing. Just 
as important, over 50% of these clients have continued 
seeking support services through La Casa.

These heartening numbers are a testament to our 
community’s power to come together and find solutions to 
even the most intractable problems.

In 2018, La Casa’s community was struck by a troubling trend.  
Across the previous year, we observed a striking increase in the average 
length of stay at our shelter.
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$100,000+
Cameron Schrier Foundation
George H. Sandy Foundation

$30,000 to $99,999
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
Davis Family Foundation
Folger Levin, LLP
Herbst Foundation, Inc.
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
The Bellwether Foundation
The J. Jill Compassion Fund
Walker Living Trust
The San Francisco Foundation on behalf  
   of the Ginnie and Peter Haas Jr. Fund 

$10,000 to $29,999
Anonymous
Apple Matching Gifts
Bank of America Chartiable Foundation
BlackRock
Community Thrift Store
Charlene Degen
Benno Dorer
Edward R. & Elizabeth A. Kozel Foundation
Robert & Dana M. Emery
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Kristine & Glenn Gable
Giants Community Fund
Hellman Foundation
Help For Children - Hedge Funds Care
L.T. Murray Family Foundation
Abel Lin & Melis Tugay*
Rebecca & Alfred Lin
Justine Miner
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
The Carl Gellert and  
   Celia Berta Gellert Foundation
The Futures Project
Tides Foundation
Trewstar
Wells Fargo Foundation
William G. Gilmore Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
AppLovin
Facebook Donation Page
Annemarie & Patrick Fortier
Owen Kennerly & Sarina Bowen Kennerly
Patti & Doug Leone
Marin Community Foundation
Michele Merkin Waitt
Roland G. Ortgies & Carmela C.  
   Anderson-Ortgies
Mary Carlos Pattison
Thomas & JaMel Perkins
Phileo Foundation
Pinterest
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
UCSF - Arise Program
Union Bank
Verizon Foundation
Wilkes Bashford Helping Hands 
   Emergency Fund
Dennis A. Yarak & Margaret Becker
Michelle Zauss

$2,500 to $4,999
AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
Center for Domestic Peace
Edelman USA
Jason Fennell
Monica French
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Shazah Khawaja
John Miller*
Joyce Newstat & Susan Lowenberg
Heather Nodelman
Mary Padilla
Vijay Pandurangan*
Partner Reinsurance Company of the U.S.
Quantcast
Sephora
Judi Serrato
Jack Sylvan
Utta & William P. Tellini
The Myrtle L. Atkins  
   Foundation
Peter M. Young & Tachina Rudman-Young

LA CASA DE LAS MADRES’ 
DONOR LIST

The Board of Directors would like to thank all of our generous contributors 
for making La Casa’s work possible. The following list reflects pledges made 
and gifts received between July 1 - December 31, 2019. Please excuse any 
inadvertent errors or omissions. United Way & Corporate Campaign donors: 
please note that La Casa makes every effort to acknowledge support as soon 
as we are notified of a donation. External processing time may create a delay 
of several months but your support is vital and appreciated. Our United Way 
designation number is 44026.

Mother’s Day is a special 
holiday at La Casa. 

It is a time to celebrate our 
super-powered mothers 
and remember our proud 
44-year history of helping 
moms in need. 

That’s why each May—to 
honor the (s)heroes and 
heroes who helped us 
prosper—we recommit to 
our mission of providing 
impassioned support 
to victims of domestic 
violence. But such a 
commitment cannot be 
made alone. 

We ask you to join us in 
empowering survivors of 
domestic violence. Who 
is your (s)hero? Honor 
your mother—or another 
special caregiver—by 
making a donation to La 
Casa to help another. We 
will mail your honoree a 
special Mother’s Day card. 

lacasa.org/shero

This Mother’s Day,
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$1,000 to $2,499
Mark Albert
Almac Group
Rob & Vickie Apatoff
Isabella Badia Bellinger*
Jeanne & William Barulich
Allan Berenstein
Kathryn Black & Todd K. Sparks
Hugues Bruant
BURKE+CO LLC
Captain Kirk Sailing Adventures
Jean-Marc Chapus
Benjamin Chesler
Clorox Company Foundation 
Nicolo Cottarelli*
Lillian Creighton
Leila Chan Currie
Eric Darby
Jane Davis
Alexander Dryer*
EA Games
Ian Eck
Andrea Eichhorn
Mira Foster
Francine L. Gani
Genentech, Inc.
Gift Fish
Dana & Mary Gioia
Google Inc. Matching Gifts
Kimberly Goosherst
Patrick Grady*
Jonathan Gray
Dylan & Ahsha Haggart*
Lisa Hamilton
Mary Hao
Kathleen Harris
Heffernan Insurance Brokers
Catherine Hollis &  
   Michael Littleton
Hope Ishii & John Bradley
Scott Jacobs & Heather 
Pastorius
Jewish Community Federation &  
   Endowment Fund
JustGive
Susan R. Katz Snyder
Patrick Kelly
Melissa & Todd LaPietra
Julian Le
Dora Lee
Noelle L’heureux
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund
Karin & Joseph Loscalzo
Lyft Recruiting
Jessica MacQueen
Sabrina Mariani
Susan Masters
Audrey Mefford
Mercer
Ezra & Carol Ann Mersey
Melissa Motyka
Oleg Nodelman
Rhona O’Leary
Rudell V. O’Neal

Marta Oshea
Ralph Pais & Gayl Huston
Jerell Price & Michelle O’Herron
Michael T. Rafferty
Recology
Bill Ricks
Maria Robinson
Issa Roger
Shannon Ryan
Jackson Salovaara
Lauren Salvo
Simmons Employee Foundation
Natalie Simpson
Sheryl Sokoloff
Shawn Steel
Caroline Stevens &  
   Joshua Lopez
Roselyne Chroman Swig
The EACH Foundation
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Nanci Tucker & Robert 
Greenberg
Dove Vallende
Robert G. Valletta &  
   Ellen Hanak Valletta
Vangaurd Charitable
Anthony Versino
Emily Vontsolos
Frances Weld
Wells Fargo Community  
   Support Campaign
Wilderness Travel
Kimberly & Kenneth Williams

$500 to $999
Amgen Foundation
Bank of America Charitable  
   Gift Fund
Bartlett Brands
Chase Basich*
Jennifer Beerline
Berkeley Resistance Against  
   Interpartner Violence
Maria Bonal
Marc Boroditsky
Becky Burad
Fernando Castano
Leila Chan Currie
Angela Chau
Sharon Cheng
Noah Chestnut*
Gary Coover
James Danhakl*
Kerry Dantzig
Sue Epstein
Austin Esecson
Craig B. Etlin & Leslie A. Gordon
Joshua Evirs
Doris Flamm
John Flynn*
Patricia Frank
Carol Freidenberg
Edward Garcia
Glen Park School

Robert Glotfelty
Grand Rounds
Greater Horizons
Grio
Joe & Barbara Gurkoff
Teresa Hadly
Charlie & Katie Hale
Naghma Hall
Sahadeva Hammari
Jessica Hilberman
Schyrl Hinrichs
Horizons Foundation
Adam Hueniken
Anitha Iyer
Jacquelyn J. Legg  
   Memorial Trust
Melanie Jolivet
Peter Kennedy
Mitchell Koch
Moneet Kohli
Heidi Larson
Launch Inc./ 
   The Volare Foundation
Jess Lee*
Carol Leonard & John Hamilton
Gisela Lloyd
Stacey and Grim Locke
Susan Maerki
Ernest Maestas
Jay Markello
Daniel Martinelli
William Martin-Gill
Natalie Mason*
Maria McCool
William McKleroy
Sonia Melara & Tomas Roman
Adam Meyer
Jessica & Claire Milligan
Mintz Levin
David Murphy
Cecile Neuebaumer
Karen Nguyen
Dana Oshiro
Allen & Nancy Parker*
PayPal Giving Fund
Melissa Pesci
Kevin Peters
Margaret & Charles Pilgrim
Platphorm
Pledgeling Foundation
Marilyn & Bert Polacci
Rainbow Grocery Cooperative
Rally Family Visitation Program
James Roderick
David Roth*
Sarah & Mark Schaaf
Amanda Schapel
Dirk Schmidt
Andy Schumeister*
Lisa Schur*
Schwab Charitable Fund
Grace Shigematsu*
Libby Smith
Chris Snyder

Kristina Spring*
St. Joseph Notre Dame  
   High School
Sally Stephens
SurveyMonkey
Madeline Taylor
The Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &  
   Rosati Foundation
Yehkuang & Carolyn Tsai
Stephanie Vacher
Greg Vargas
Mary Walsh
Clay W. Wiens
Richard Xia
Kim Zvik 

$250 to $499 
Nicole Abbott
Barbara Acord
Jennifer Addams
Angela Alvarado
Susan Ansberry
Diana Arsenian
Sheila Balter
Kelvin Beachum
Maria Bee & Daniel Martinelli
Michael Bernard &  
   Jack Patrick McGowan
Michaela Berry
Bini’s Kitchen
Amber Bissell
Bloom Talent
Blue Beyond Consulting Inc
Brandi Brooks & Tim Losch
Jennifer Burton
Valeria Bykova*
Karen Laws Callaway
Julie Holaday Castelero
Jane Y. Chan
Marilyn Chavez
Claire Chow
Amanda Christoff
Cisco Systems Matching Gifts
Evelyn Clair
Harley Cooper
Peter Coward
Cheryl Delamere
Elle Destree
Julia Diao
Nicole Dominguez
Roxanne Dubay
Jane & James G. Dubuque
Terese Duggan
Camille S. Durney
Kristy Duvall
Jeffrey Engstrom
Kyle Esecson
Diane Esecson
Monica Espinoza
Nathaniel Fisher
Gap Foundation
Christine Gehring
Arlene E. Graves
Hedvy Gregg
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Ralph & Marsha Guggenheim
Gudrun Marie Hader
Todd Hansen
Kristen Head
Eric Head
Jim & Sheriff Vicki Hennessy
Brandon Holt
Lisa Honig & Dale Schroedel
Patricia Houden
Susan Huneke
Tiffani Ingham
Brian Jackson*
William Jager
Rahul Jaswa*
June Jobin*
Elizabeth M. Jordan
Fabian Juarez
JUUL Labs
Linda Keefer
Cynthia Kelly
Grace Kim
Irina Kryzhanovskaya
Ekatarina Kurganova
Judith Laird-Anderson
Andrew Langley
Kathleen Manapeli &  
   Paul Larson
Leslie Caroline Leone
Charles Lindsay
Lisa Eddy Skincare
Benjamin Lokshin*
Danisha Lomax
Matt LoSardo
Lotus Hotels
Renzo Lujan
Anne Magennis*
Ivan Mangana
Kelly Markello
Ann McCarthy
Corinne McLeary
Christina Melas-Kyriazi
Giannina Miranda
Rachel Moll
Delia Montiel
Rosalinda Morales
Martina & Tom Murphy
David Murphy
Annie Neil*
Kristine Ng*
Vincent Nibler
Jessica Nolan
Neil O’Donnell &  
   Christine Motley
Robert Orr
John Benjamin Patrick*
PG&E Matching Gifts
Regina Phelps
Richard Price
John J. Riley
Robin Riske
Joseph Rizzo
Pam Robin
Chris Rodehau
Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers

Stanislav Roumiantsev
Mary Anne Ruyle
Kirby Sack & Pamela Merchant
Salesforce Matching Grants
Elizabeth Salsburg
Katherine Schapiro
Carole & Douglas Sheft
Robert Skinkle
Kristine A. Soorian &  
   Bryce Ikeda
Giselle Sperber
Kathryn Sprankle
Beverly Sugimoto
Daniel & Lindsay Sweetnam
Todd & Diane Tate
The Jewish Community 
Foundation of Los Angeles
The Walt Disney  
   Company Foundation
Robert Thompson
Bryan Thompson
Claire Ucovich*
Carlos Vadillo-Rodriguez
Anusha Venkatakrishnan
Robert Verheecke*
Melia Vilain
Katherine Weiland
Sophie Wiepking-Brown
Peter & Robin Winokur
Mav Wojciechowski
Sosena Woldegiorgis
Brianna Wolfson
Art & Janet Wong
Stanley & Linda Wulf
Cathy Ye

$100 to $249
Fletcher Alford
Marisela Allard*
Sally Allen
Rachel Allyn-Crane
Nancy Alpert
Karen Alvey
AMG National Trust Bank
Lawrence T. Andow &  
   Judith L. Kramer
Arch Insurance Group
Max Artz
Gopal Ashok
Autodesk, Inc.
Barbara Bagot-Lopez
Franklyn Bakala
Liesl Baldauf
Marilyn Bancel
Vicki Bandel
Alexander Bao
Katie & Jimmie Barnett*
Audrey Barris & Randall Barkan
Hilary Bartlett
Michael Batres
Mary Bennion
Leah Bernstein
Bethany United  
   Methodist Church

Stephanie Biddle
Julie Binkley
Travis Blain
Gail Elaine Block
Dian Blomquist
Lori Bloustein
Annette Blum
Steven L. Blumlein &  
   Arlyne Charlip
Diana Bojorquez
Nikolaos Bonatsos*
Ryan Bone
Nelson Bonilla
Behnaz Bozorg-Chami
Mary P. Bramblett
Kathrin Breu
Sandra J. Briggs
Bright Horizons Foundation  
   for Children
Jon Brill
Brian Bringardner
Kathleen Brockdorf
Katherine Brown
Andrea Brunetti
Rikki J. Bryant
Avery Burdette
Jonathan Burg & Patricia Green
Anne Marie Burke
Clarence Calzada
Mary Carrigan
Susan Carson
Joseph Casarez
Maria Celestina Morales*
Darlene Ceremello &  
   Jessea Greenman
Ventura-Yvette Chalom
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
Robin Cheung
Chevron Matching  
   Employee Funds
Jarlene Choy
April Chu
Kathleen & A.B. Ciabattoni
Elizabeth Cohee*
Robert Cohen
Jarred Colli*
Mathilde Collin
Kristen Collins
Molly Conway
Roberto Cortez
Orli C. Cotel
Constance L. Couts
Erica Craven-Green
Christopher Creel
Anita Crotty
Ana Cuellar
Daniel Cumings
Elizabeth Cunningham Bossart
Daniel & Susan H. Dan
Maggie Danhakl
Daring Faith Celebration Centre
Jeanne Darrah
Andrew Daughety
Leigh Davidson

Elisa De Petris
Gabby Del Rosario Gomez
Heidi S. Detjen
Jennifer Dever
Mavis DeWees
Brendan DeWolf
Victor Dods
Dolores #7 Young  
   Ladies Institute
Cathy M. Dompe
Patricia A. Donahue
Randall Dower
Caitlin Drake
Marie-Christine Duboscq & 
   Shelby Morales
Katie Duerr
Jennifer Durighello
Cynthia & John A. Egan
Cara Eichenberger
Lynne Elizondo
Engage R+D
Gabriel J. Escobar &  
   Regina McGrath
Toni Patricia Estrella
Valerie Fahs-Thatcher
Robert Fanniff
Ellen M. Farrell
Bonnie Fastiff
Angelos Findikakis
Victoria Fiore
Aaron Ford
Robert H. Frank
Conor Frantzen*
Mary Ruth Gafill Malloy &  
   Ken Malloy
Frank J. Gallo
Gap Inc.
Susan Garbuio
Julia Gaw
Mary Gayle Thomas
Kelly Gaynor
Darren Gewant
Alan Gewant
Marjorie Anne Gisslow
Erik Gleiberman
Jaren Glover*
Robin Goldberg
Goldman, Sachs & Co.  
   Matching Gift Program
Marian Gonzalez
Jenny Grantz
Fabesha Greene
Richard & Lorrie Greene
David Greenstein
Denise Greig
Scott Grenn*
Matt Gribben
Joseph Groves
Alice Guillame
Harvey Hacker
Gabrielle Hall & Birch Ramsey
Shannon Hall*
Diana Hamid
Catherine Hammill
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David & Regan Harrington
Sheri Harris
Jacob Haven
Hannah Hawthorne
Headspace Inc.
Patrick Hieger
Glenn G. Hilado
Lora Hirschberg
Kerry Hopkins*
Dennis House
Tim Hsu
Alexander Hughes
Dorothy Hunt
Claire Hunter
Lindsey Huston
Intercontinental San Francisco
William Jager
Lauren Janney
Sarah Janssen
Mercedes Jara Minano
Manuel Jasso
Annette Jensen
Jill Jodar Advanced Skin Care
Courtney Johnson
Nicole Johnson
Marilyn Johnson*
Cameo Jones
Kabuki Springs & Spa
Laura Kacenjar
Cody Kaiser
Janet & Rick Karp
Laura Kaufman
Christine Keenan
Beth Kellerman*
Donald Kelley &  
   Susan M. Getman
Stuart & Alicia N. Kenter
Suwanna Kerdkaew
K-T Jen Khong
Aaron King*
Mimi Klausner
Selina Knight
Lambda Theta Alpha  
   Latin Sorority, Inc.  
   Delta Tau Chapter
Jesenia Landaverde
Bill Larsen
Kseniya Latushkina
Megan Leahy
Elizabeth Leslie
Julia & Alex Levy
Matthew Levy
Jo Licata
Liftopia
Raymond and Bonnie Lindahl
Trudy Lionel
Matthew Litchfield
Jennifer Loring
Judie Lucius
Jason Macario
Craig Madaleno
Elisabeth Madden
Casey Maher
Liz Mamorksy

Michael Mann
Valerie L. Margol
Jennie Martinez
Jeffrey Maso & Beverly Langer
Karen Barton &  
   Randall Maycock
Andrew McClelland
Natalee McIntyre
Margarita McKinney
Michelle Mcrae
Mary McSweeney
John Memminger
Edwin Metcalf
Diane Micheil
Charlotte Miller
Steven Miller
Stanley M. Miller
Sara Milligan
Jan Millsapps
Desmond Mitchell
Alden Mitchell
Sivapriya Mohanraj
Pat Moore
Margaret Moreno
Gina Moreno-John
Taylor Morgan
Camille Morishige
Mary Lu Murphy
Diane Murphy
Hamsa Murthy
Sumitra Naganathan
Savita Nagaraja
Netflix Matching Gifts
Christopher Neufeld
Hilda Nguthu-Bell
Anna Nicora
Troyann Nilsen
Shannon Nolte
Ruth M. Ocheltree
Stephanie O’Keefe
Charles Olson
Christine Omata &  
   Francis Zamora
PagerDuty
Kortney Parman*
Madeline Pasimio
Meerali Patel
Jody Patraka
Matthew Pealer
Donna Percival
Adriel Perez
Jessica Perez
Emily Perkins
Linnea Peterson
Whitney Pieper
Rowel Pineda
Alan Pineda
George Richard Pinegar
Linda Pirlot
Julia M. Poelstra
Zinaida Pozen
Charles Pratt
Alyssa Puccinelli
Edward & Ellin A. Purdom

Lynn Quan
Pam Quilici
Patty Rally
Radhika Ramanan
William & Suzanne Ramsey
Doug & Lisa Raymond*
Tracy Reichmuth
Stephanie Reiter*
Peter A. & Christine G. 
Remedios
David Rice
Chelsea Rising
Paul Rivenburgh &  
   McKenzie Furber
Nadezda Robb
Laura Robertson
Joann Rodriguez
Alex Rodriguez
Kathy Roque-Albert
Issac Rose
Ruby*
Rachele Ryan*
Alex Saldamando
Salesforce
Parsa Saljoughian
Anna Saltzman
San Francisco  
   Police Department
Armando Sanchez
Ciela Sarte
Suzanne Saunders-Burr*
Julie Sawaya
David Scalera
Susana Scheiter
Judith D. Schiller
Matan Shacham
Ariel Shanholt
Leo V. Shebalin
Karlswell Shum
Lisa Ann Siegel &  
   Edward T. Baum
Lauren Sinnenberg
Autumn Skye Rath
Ellen Slack*
Marielle Smith
Erica Smith
Annelise Snyder
Terrii Soares-Belmont
Harriet & Mitchell Sollod
Soulstice Bay Area
Kathy Spear
Pamela Spitzer
Annie Stancliffe
James G. Stavoy
William Stroup
Srividya Subramanian
Greg Suhr, Retired
Edward Sykes
Bonnie Tang
Erika Tarantino
Barbara S. Tatum
Edmund Taylor
Jenna Taylor
TD Ameritrade Clearing

Julie Teitelbaum
Leslie & William Thompson
Adrienne J. Tissier
Alice E. Trepp
Yeh-Kuang Tsai
Katherine Ullman
United Way -  
   California Capital Region
Camille van Horne*
Monica Varman
Beatriz Vazquez
Denis W. Wade
Carolyn Washington
Doris Weaver
Nora Webb
Charles Webb
Benjamin Weinberger
Steven Weintraub
Julian Weselek
Erinique West
Robert Westerlund & Susan 
Hunt
Marcy Whitebook
Jessica Wilcock*
Marguerite Willimanson
Shannon Wilson
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
   Rosati
Michele & Thomas Winter
Kelsey Wolf
Malaney Wood Johnides & 
   Steven Johnides
Ryan Woodbury
Monlia Wu
Li Xu
Tracy Yeakle
Sue Young
YourCause, LLC
Zephyr Real Estate
Greg Zeren
Donald Zief
Rebecca Zucker
Luis M. & Suzanne Wu Zurinaga

$1 to $99
Please visit the website for a 
complete list.

*An asterisk identifies the first-
time donors whose generosity 
helped us achieve our $50,000 
matching goal as part of this 
transformative campaign from 
The San Francisco Foundation 
on behalf of the Ginnie and 
Peter Haas Jr. Fund.

In Honor Of 
Gail Block

Suzanne Baptiste
Mary Carrigan 
Pam Clisham
Phoebe Colt-Laughlin
Pam Dawson
Janie Dubuque
Sue Fandel
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Carol Freidenberg
Lee Friedman
Maggie Giesin
Lora Ginsberg
Marian Gonzalez 
Pat Isaacs
Linda Keefer
Linda Koval
Marlene Kramer
Caryn Lyons
Camille Morishige 
Elizabeth Myers
Pat O’Connell
L. Okazaki 
Sherry Ottaway
Ingrid Oyen
Marcia Parrott
Kay Russell
Lynn Shubunka
Heather Solway
Adrienne Tissier
Dean & Donna Triggas 
Joan Wakefield
Doris Weaver
Bobbie Zemansky

Molly Brant
Charles Martin 

Kassie Daughety 
Andrew Daughety 

Emergency and Trauma Staff  
at SF General Hospital

Christine Wachsmuth
Allison Ettenger

Parth Chopra 
For all the amazing & 
strong mothers!

Issac Rose 
Charolette, Eric &  
Olivia Giardini    

Claire Solot & Sinjin Bain
Marian Gonzales   

Thomas McDade 
Ana Argumedo 
Mary Bennion 
Robert & Dolores Crawford 
Jean Devich 
Diane Ehlrich 
Mary Farquhar 
Constance Flannery 
Susan Floore 
Andrea Garcia 
Linda Gayle 
Marian Gonzalez 
Steven Hirabayashi 
Jesenia Landaverde 
Jeanne Leaver 
Camille Morishige 
Anna Nicora 
Ana Urbina 
Pauline Vargas 

Sara Gurwin’s Baby Shower  
Linda Brafman 

Alexis Gurwin &  
Baby Gurwin #2  

Meerali Patel 
Claire Halbrook

Kate Abbott 
Thomas Johnston    

Lily Johnston 
K. Kmetz

R. Manmatha 
Chris & Lorie Lambert

Vijay Pandurangan

Ellery Long & Rebecca Stern 
Berger Family Fund

Lorrie
Paul Bradley 

Luna
Larry Arrington 

Lorraine Meyers 
Karyn Dresser 

Kimberly Montgomery
Diane LeBow 

My Mom, Mary O’Grady, who 
suffered much, survived,  
and went on to have a good, 
long life.

John O’Grady 
Stacey Paynter

Ellin & Edward Purdom 
Gloria & Everett Powell

Malaney Wood Johnides & 
Steven Johnides 

Emmett Solomon Schaefer  
Melinda Bailey 

Cyndy Blair & Kit Strawburg  
A.B. & Kathleen Ciabattoni 

Estela De Talome
Guisela Talome Ortega 

Melanie Taylor 
Nancy M. Malaspina 

Sam Thrasher 
Nancy Colbert 

Donna Triggas
Gail Elaine Block 

Dr. Nanci Tucker
Mitchell & Harriet Sollod 

Ellen Uyenco 
Cedric Tai 

Peter Verheecke
Robert Verheecke 

Nadine Yares 
Christine Keenan 

In Memory Of 
Judith Berman

Kenneth Samuels
Natalie Bravo

Gary West
Rita Gewant  

Alan Gewant
Thomas & Danielle Derner

Jane & James G. Dubuque
Kay England

Patricia & John Bearce
John Galindo

Clyde W. Brehm Jr.
Tommy Galindo

Doris Flamm
Nancy Alice Geier

Razzak Jallow
James Hunt

Dorothy Hunt
Amanda James

Elisabeth Madden
Dr. Robert Kennedy

Dr. Douglas & Carole Sheft
Helen J. Kosik 

Helen Kosik Westly
 

Gary Narlock
Marie A. Narlock

Madan Prasad & Sarita Dahal
Aish Raj Dahal

Maria Sandoval
Eva Trevino

Jennifer Schlecht
Mira Foster

Carolyn Jean Shebalin
Leo V. Shebalin

Carole Spencer 
Leslie Caroline Leone

Ruth Ellen Steinman M.D. & 
Edward J. Bloustein  

Lori Bloustein
Bruce Thompson 

Harriet Goldberg
Kathleen Harris

Marie & Alfred Trigueiro
Moyra Trigueiro

Catherine & John Paul
Moyra Trigueiro

Joyce Voeller Pepos
Jennifer Burton

Lenora Welliver &  
Olwen Anderson

Judith Laird-Anderson

Matching Gifts: 
Double your 
Donation
Adobe

Valerie Law
Airbnb

Anonymous
Ana Cuellar
Ellen Huynh
Judy Kim
Barry Murphy

Amgen
Peter Coward

Apple
Anonymous
Omar Aguilar Martinez
Ana Amial
Gabrielle Badie
Stephanie Biddle
Behnaz Bozorg-Chami
Khea Bright
Kathleen Brockdorf
Kathleen Brockdorf
Tiffany Burgess
Paul Chan
Don Cheung
Anthony Chivetta
Casey Cole
Charles Crandon
Christopher Creel
Lara Dreis
Gabrielle Escalada
Carina Fuentes
Valeria Garcia
Sharon Garia
Richard Gavarrete
Robin Goldberg
Chanelle Gonzalez
Malca Gutierrez
Todd Hansen
Patrick Hieger
Dennis House

Mercedes Jara Minano
Joseph Karaszewski
Christine Keenan
Selina Knight
Chiye Kojima
Emily Lam
Mr. and Ms. Todd LaPietra
Jeffrey Lasker
Matthew Litchfield
Mason Lundgren
Megan Macri
Andrew McClelland
Mr. Adam Meyer
Sivapriya Mohanraj
Hector Morales
Khaled Morales Mondoy
Margaret Moreno
Danielle Munoz
Alejandro Navarro
Joel Navarro Raygoza
Jeanine Anela Nebrija
Jessica Nguyen
Anonyomous
Stephanie O’Keefe
Jessica Perez
Emily Perkins
Adam Pinell
Zinaida Pozen
Zinaida Pozen
Lynn Quan
Harrison Quiambao-Willis
Chelsea Rising
Jennifer Riveria
Maria Robinson
Sandra Santana Hernandez
Terrii Soares-Belmont
Ms. Giselle Sperber
William Stroup
Srividya Subramanian
Can Sunar
Allou Marie Umadhay
Uchechukwu Ume
Stephanie Vacher
Mario Velasquez
Victor Venegas
Anusha Venkatakrishnan
Danielle Warren
Li Xu
Roderick Yee
Greg Zeren
Merry Zhou

AT&T
Mercy E. Nielsen

AutoDesk
Kristen Collins

BlackRock
Corey Busay
Mauricio Lara-Espindola
Jasmita Mohan
Divya Saini
Shawn Steel
Noelle Williamson

Blue Beyond Consulting
Diana Arsenian

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
Anonymous

Chevron
Anonymous

Cisco
Anonymous
Andrea Brunetti
Christine Garibian
Julie Teitelbaum
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Costco
Bonnie Goldsworthy
Lisa Olvera

Deloitte
Angela Alvarado

Docusign
Anonymous
Susan Calderon
Christina Green
Karen Miasnikoff
Hayley Noriega
Anissa Wilson

Dropbox
Anonyomous
Shahrom Roshani

EA (Electronic Arts)
Greg Vargas

Gap 
Julius Maglalang
Joseph Zarate

Genentech
Melissa Abreu
Shannon Nolte
Rhona O’Leary
Paula Rivers
Issa Roger
Heather Salem

Goldman Sachs
Taylor Morgan

Google
Anonymous
Elizabeth Berkovitz
Todd Hansen
Peter Gilligan
Frances Kwee
Joshua Liebowitz
Jay Markello
Robert Orr
Nina Silk
Robert Thompson

Gusto
Dana Oshiro

Hartford Fire  
Insurance Company

Kylie Baker
Indeed

Anonymous
Intel

Daniel Prince
Boji Tony

KKR
Anonymous
Nancy Chen

Juniper
Kimberly Ann Quan

Juul Labs
Ekatarina Kurganova

Kaiser Permanente
Marjorie Anne Gisslow
Joann Rodriguez

Levi Strauss & Co.
Avidan Rose

Linkedin
Rushab Indi

Macys
Elvia Ramirez

Mckesson
Glenn G. Hilado

Netflix
Shannon Alwyn
Mark Watson

Paypal
Teresa Hadly

PG&E
Linda Agerter
Chantelle Cooper
Vicki Gonzalez
Jessica Hilgart
Maria Padrones

Salesforce
David Capasso
Elizabeth Leslie
William Jager and Michelle 
Zauss
Steve Mannel

Sephora*
*See list of donors at  
lacasa.org

Target
Cinthya Arellano

The Clorox Company
Benno Dorer

The Walt Disney  
Company Foundation

Jennifer Forster
Trip Advisor

Julia Grace
United Technologies

Don Thiry
U.S. Accenture

Patrick A. Fleisch
UPS

Candice Carrasquillo
Quirian Martinez
Falisha Ornelas

Visa
Anonyomous
Christopher Brownlee
Melissa Villanueva

Wells Fargo
Anonymous
Andrea Cipriani
Kimberly Kam
Jennifer Loring
Margaret Main
Ivan Mangana
Georgia McNamara
Bessie Mitskaris
Stanislav Roumiantsev
Shannon Ryan
Lisa Schur
Timothy Valdivia
Dove Vallende
Erica Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Celebration of 
Andrew & Lizzy 
Reed’s Wedding

Mark Albert 
Vickie & Rob Apatoff 
Max Artz 
Jimmie & Katie Barnett 
Hilary Bartlett 
Kelvin Beachum 
Ryan Bone 
Anne Marie Burke 
Jean-Marc Chapus 
Mathilde Collin 
Maggie Danhakl 
James Danhakl 
Terese Duggan 
Sue Epstein 
John Flynn 
Bob & Donna Fol
Conor Frantzen 
Jaren Glover 
Patrick Grady 
Ahsha & Dylan Haggart 
Karen Hibbert
Alexander Hughes 
Rahul Jaswa 
Courtney Johnson 
Nicole Johnson 
Aaron King 
Megan Leahy 
Jess Lee 
Doug & Patti Leone 
Alfred & Rebecca Lin 
Stacey & Grim Locke 
Jacqueline Mancari 
Sabrina Mariani 
Ann McCarthy 
Michelle Mcrae 
Christina Melas-Kyriazi 
Michele Merkin Waitt 
Sara Milligan 
Taylor Morgan 
Annie Neil 
Charles Olson 
Nancy & Allen Parker 
Charles Pratt 
Richard Price 
Alyssa Puccinelli 
Lisa & Doug Raymond 
Bill & Nina Ricks 
Alex Rodriguez 
Parsa Saljoughian 
Julie Sawaya 
Andy Schumeister 
Ariel Shanholt 
Grace Shigematsu 
Karlswell Shum 
Natalie Simpson 
Lauren Sinnenberg 
Ellen Slack 
Annelise Snyder 
Sheryl Sokoloff 
Annie Stancliffe 
Beverly & Stan Sugimoto 
Aaron Thomas 
Camille van Horne 
Warren Woo
Julian Weselek 
Sara Wickman 
Mav Wojciechowski 
Ryan Woodbury

La Casa  
also receives 
funding from:
 
California Department  
of Education:

Child and Adult Care Food 
Program

California Office of  
Emergency Services:

Domestic Violence Assistance 
Program Housing First For 
Domestic Violence

Department of Human Services
Dv Services to CalWORKS

Department on the  
Status of Women:

Violence Against Women
Intervention & Prevention
Grants Program; Office of 
Violence Against Women’s
Grants to Encourage Arrest 
Program
Marriage License Fees

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency: 

Emergency Food &  
Shelter Program

The Mary Elizabeth Inn
Supportive Services Program

San Francisco Mayor’s Office 
Office of Housing: Emergency 
Solutions Grant Program
Nonprofit Sustainability 
Initiative

UCSF ARISE Program
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La Casa Brings the 40-hour Training to State Prison
continued from page one

internal and external groups would come together to share 
information and shine a light on domestic violence. 

The following weekend, 10 groups presented prison-
based peer counseling and crisis intervention role plays 
and explained how to safety plan with a peer in prison. The 
participants also built a Domestic Violence Awareness 
Day Program that included informational presentations, 
performance, resources, and guides for how to support 
someone in an unsafe or unhealthy relationship. 

Many of the groups also came up with their own 
awareness campaigns. Other groups did a deep dive into 
the state of domestic violence in the prison by administering 
a survey to 70 fellow inmates. 93% of individuals reported 
experiencing emotional, verbal, physical, or mental abuse 
while incarcerated, yet only 8% of those individuals had 
reported the abuse to staff. 98% of individuals had witnessed 
abuse while incarcerated, but only 9% had reported what 
they’d seen to staff. When asked why they didn’t report, 
respondents share they felt “fear of retaliation from abuser 
or staff,” and “not wanting to be associated with trouble.” 
73% of respondents stated that they would “feel safer if 
there was a program available that allowed you to disclose 

information of abuse to a peer instead of staff in full 
confidentiality.”

As a group, we finished our training on a hopeful note. 
We discussed the evolution of the anti-domestic violence 
movement over the last 50 years and what each of us could 
do today to build a stronger culture to support survivors 
of domestic violence. While many of the participants will 
remain at CCWF for several more years, we are hopeful this 
training has equipped them with more skills to advocate for 
survivors within their community.

La Casa is proud to have brought this training and to 
women at CCWF. We look forward to building bridges 
and bringing more domestic violence education to places 
like CCWF and other areas where there are high rates 
of domestic violence, yet limited tools and resources to 
manage and cope with these experiences. As one participant 
noted in an evaluation: “This training shows us effective 
ways to communicate and listen, to not hold judgement, and 
to support fellow survivors with empathy and compassion.” 
We are inspired by the journeys of these women as survivors, 
advocates, teachers, and allies.

A Time of Celebration  
& A Time of Support
Donor Spotlight: Elizabeth & Andrew Reed

In September of 2019, Elizabeth and Andrew Reed married in Truckee, CA. While 
many newlyweds register for household goods, Elizabeth and Andrew took a 
different approach. In honor of their wedding, instead of physical gifts, they 
asked guests to make a contribution to La Casa.

“Andrew and I care deeply about La Casa’s mission to not only provide support 
for victims of domestic violence, but to fundamentally shift the paradigm in 
building a community where this violence is never tolerated. We are incredibly 
grateful to be able to support such an esteemed institution like La Casa and the 
women, teens and children that La Casa support,” said Elizabeth.

Their guests kindly donated over $40,000 to La Casa. Not only did their actions 
help bring in new supporters of our work, but it also provided funds to support 
an entire year of safety and shelter for a woman and her family leaving a violent 
situation. We are so grateful for Elizabeth and Andrew’s decision to begin their 
new life together by giving back to their community and making a difference in 
the lives of survivors in San Francisco.
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Business Office/Drop In Center
1269 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA 94103

Tel: (415) 503-0500
Fax: (415) 503-0301
Crisis Line: 1-877-503-1850
Teen Line: 1-877-923-0700
www.lacasa.org

La Casa de las Madres
A Refuge. An Advocate. A Strong Voice Against 
Domestic Violence.
The mission of La Casa de las Madres is to respond to calls for 
help from domestic violence victims, of all ages, 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. We give survivors the tools to transform 
their lives. We seek to prevent future violence by educating 
the community and by redefining public perceptions about 
domestic violence. 

La Casa de las Madres
Un Refugio. Un Consejero. Una Voz Fuerte en 
Contra de la Violencia Doméstica.
La Casa de las Madres ofrece amparo a mujeres que han
sido víctimas de la violencia doméstica, y a sus hijos e
hijas. Nostros nos esformzamos en ayudar tanto a las
mujeres como a los niños a descubrir su fuerza interior,
manejar los riesgos que se les presentan y tener más
control sobre sus propias vidas. Nuestro objetivo es
restaurar la dignidad de nuestras clientes, fomentar su
esperanza, evocar su valor y ayudarles a desarrollar su
mayor potencial.

Board
Members
Michelle Zauss, President 

Christine Omata, Vice President

Carmen Sanchez, Secretary

Austin Esecson, Treasurer

Betty Miller Creary

Katie Hale

Newsletter Credits
Editor: Jessica Nixon

Contributors: Esha Dholia & Ted Gioia

Design Production: Casimir Fornalski

To describe my mother would be to write about a hurricane in its 
perfect power. Or the climbing, falling colors of a rainbow. 

Melanie Jolivet 

Dora Lee

Kiesha McCurtis

Shawn Steel

Carolyn Tsai

Nanci Tucker, M.D.

Executive Director
Kathy Black
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